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Guidance for Applicants
Legal Support Grant 2026-2029
Grants Programme
Please read this guidance, the frequently asked questions, and the monitoring and evaluation information carefully before completing your application.
If you require this in an alternative format, please email grants@atjf.org.uk.
The Legal Support Grant 2026 is a two‑and‑a‑half‑year grant programme funded by the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) and delivered by The Access to Justice Foundation (ATJF) across England and Wales.
There is a total of £15 million available in funding from 1 October 2026 to 31 March 2029.
We will open for applications at 12pm (midday) on 1 June 2026 and the deadline is 12pm (midday) on 25 June 2026, with grants due to start 1 October 2026.
About the grants programme
This programme forms part of the Ministry of Justice’s ambitions to improve access to justice and develop a more sustainable, effective legal support system. Alongside supporting organisational infrastructure, the programme will require funded organisations to be involved in an independent evaluation and research project, which includes piloting a shared outcomes framework.  
Funded organisations will need to collate and share data and evidence through involvement in forums, visits and by completing monitoring and evaluation. The evidence and insight generated through this work will help inform future approaches to funding and improving legal support at both local and national level.
Who is eligible to apply?
You’re eligible if your organisation: 
· is registered with the Charity Commission
· is willing and able to participate in research, data collection, and evaluation activity as part of this programme
· has a demonstrable track record and experience of delivering social welfare and family legal advice/ support
We will not accept applications from:
· Universities
· Private law firms
· Individuals
· Partnerships or consortiums
What are the aims of the fund?
The key aim of this grant is to:
Strengthen the evidence base for legal support 
Develop evidence on which service delivery models are most effective, for whom, at what stage, and in which areas of law, and strengthen understanding of the outcomes and impacts of legal support services. This will be achieved through the independent evaluation, piloting of an outcomes framework, and participation in research that strengthens the systems, capacity, and sustainability of organisations delivering legal support.
In order to do this, we will be looking to award two different types of grants outlined below:
1. Funding to support organisations who provide free legal support 
Funding to support legal support organisations helping people with social welfare and family law problems, to access timely and appropriate support and resolve problems as early as possible.
AND
2. Funding to support the development of a Central National Online Support Offer
Funding to support the development of existing systems that deliver a central national online offer across social welfare and family law areas, through accessible, high‑quality information and tools. This will support individuals; their supporters (such as family members and community workers); court staff; and other not‑for‑profit legal support organisations.
This includes ensuring clear, reliable information and effective coordination and signposting between online and offline support across key legal areas, including (but not limited to) housing, divorce, child arrangements, employment, benefits, debt, and immigration.
Online tools should be independently accessible, designed to streamline the user journey, and support people to navigate legal problems with greater confidence.
What are we looking to fund? 
We want to work with organisations that enable access to timely, appropriate free legal support. Funded activity should be clearly directed towards engagement in the research and improving access to legal support for those who need it.
We are particularly interested in funding organisations delivering services through one or more of the following approaches, where integrated service delivery is underpinned by a commitment to partnership working and improved client access:
1. Traditional one-to-one legal support
Support delivered directly by a legal support or advice service, for example through booked appointments, or casework-based assistance.
2. Online information, guidance, and assisted self-help
Provision of digital information, public legal education, guided tools, or supported self-help models that help people understand and take action on their issues.
3. Outreach and embedded partnership models
Support delivered in partnership with other services or embedded in community settings, such as healthcare services, schools, libraries, probation services, or community hubs.
4. Court-embedded support
Support delivered at court/tribunal which enables vulnerable clients to receive support before, during and after a hearing. This could include drop ins on day of hearing, practical and emotional support, remote hearings, and support to understand the process and outcome. This does not include legal representation.
5. Hub-and-spoke models
A central hub providing expertise, infrastructure, or specialist capacity, supporting multiple local services (“spokes”) to extend reach, share skills, and scale impact geographically.
Across all approaches, we are keen to understand the effectiveness of service delivery and how organisations connect clients to the right support at the right time, enabling people to move between information, early help, and more intensive support as their needs change.
Funded organisations will be expected to:
· Collect a core set of monitoring information 
· Submit client level pseudonymised monitoring data regularly throughout the funding period (initially every 3 months to support bedding in and implementation, then every 6 months)
· Support the collection of client feedback
· Engage with evaluation activity 
What can the grant be used for?
This is restricted funding to support participation in research and the organisational infrastructure required to deliver free legal support aligned with this programme.
Funding can only be used for the purposes outlined:
All funded organisations
All organisations will be expected to participate in the research, evaluation, and outcomes framework. Funding can therefore be used for:
· Staff time to support data collection, monitoring, and reporting
· Engagement with evaluators, researchers, learning forums, and visits
· Developing or improving systems and processes for data and evidence collection
In addition, organisations may apply for funding through one of the following routes:
1. Organisational Infrastructure Supporting Service Delivery. Funding can be used for:

· Management, coordination and administration costs 
· Training and organisational development
· Contributions to organisational running costs
· Systems, tools and processes that improve learning, collaboration and partnership working
Or
2. Central National Online Support Offer. Funding can be used for:

· Core staffing and management costs
· Training and organisational development
· Systems, tools and processes that support learning, collaboration and partnership working
· Contributions to organisational running costs
· Digital infrastructure, platform improvement, and tools that support the development and enhancement of existing systems delivering a consistent, high‑quality national online support offer at scale
What can’t be funded?
This funding cannot be used for the following:
· Lobbying, political influence, or attempts to influence Parliament, Government, legislation, regulation, or public policy
· Activities to challenge one part of government by another outside the agreed Grant purpose Petitions or applications for additional funding
· Entertaining or hospitality intended to exert undue influence
· Political or exclusively religious activities
· Fines penalties, damages, compensation (including unfair dismissal), or related legal costs
· Input VAT that can be reclaimed from HMRC
· Interest or service charges, bad debts to related parties, or asset depreciation/amortisation
· Gifts or contributions in kind
· Purchase of buildings
· Activities that are a statutory duty or fully funded from other sources
How much funding is available?
The total funding available through this programme is £15 million. Grants will run from 1 October 2026 to 31 March 2029.
1) Organisations applying for Central National Online Support Offer grants may apply for funding of £200,000 to £350,000 per annum, subject to a maximum award of £875,000 over the grant period.

2) Organisations applying for Organisational Infrastructure Supporting Service Delivery grants can apply for:
· Annual income above £250k: Can apply for funding up to £150,000 per annum, with a maximum of £375,000 over the grant period.
· Annual income below £250k: Can apply for funding up to £100,000 per annum, with a maximum of £250,000 over the grant period.
Application Process & Next Steps
Information Session
We will be holding an online Q&A session via Teams on the 8 June 2026 at 3pm to answer any questions you may have about the grant programme and the application process. You can register for this event HERE.  
For those unable to attend the event a recording will be made available on our website shortly after. However, please feel free to send in any queries you may have to grants@atjf.org.uk
Application Process
Please complete and submit the application form online using the link HERE. The deadline for applications is 12pm on 25 June 2026. 
If you require this in an alternative format or have any questions, please email grants@atjf.org.uk. 
All organisations will be notified of the outcome of their application once the process has been completed. We anticipate notifying organisations in September 2026.
Successful grants will begin 1 October 2026.
Funding decisions will be made by our Grants Committee and all decisions are final. 
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